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18th November, 2008.

The Commissioner,

Australian Competition & Consumer Commission,

GPO Box 3648.

SYDNEY  NSW  2001

Dear Sir,

RE:
 “Green” Claims by Sydney Gas Limited.

Sydney Gas Limited, both on its website www.sydneygas.com and also in its recently issued 2008 Annual Report (page 1), claims that “Coal Seam Methane natural gas is a clean burning and “green form” of energy”.

This claim appears to be both misleading and deceptive and in breach of both S. 52 and S. 53 of the Trade Practices Act, 1974.  

Coal Seam Methane Gas is just another fossil fuel intended to be burnt, like coal.  It cannot possibly be described as a “green form” of energy.  What might be considered a “green form” of energy surely would include solar, wind, wave, tide, hot rocks, etc., certainly not burning of fossil fuels.

When Methane Gas is released into the atmosphere from the coal seams by companies such as Sydney Gas Limited, it is more than 20 times more destructive to the atmosphere than Carbon Dioxide (Sydney Gas Ltd figures).

When it is burnt it releases Carbon Dioxide into the atmosphere at a rate of 52kg of Carbon Dioxide for each gigajoule of gas.  This is less than the burning of a gigajoule of coal which releases 90kg, but is still a substantial and significant release of CO2 into the atmosphere, and 57.77% of that released by burning coal (Sydney Gas Ltd figures).

Further, Sydney Gas Ltd., claims that “it (coal seam methane gas) produces almost half the greenhouse gas produced by burning coal for electricity generation”.  Again, this claim appears misleading and deceptive, given that figures elsewhere on the Sydney Gas website shows that burning coal seam methane gas produces more than half (57.77%) of the CO2 emanating from burning coal (see previous paragraph).

The assistance of your Commission is sought to ensure that these, and any other, deceptive and misleading claims by Sydney Gas Limited are expunged from all that company’s advertising and that the Company be directed to bring to the attention of the community that these “green” claims were misleading and deceptive, and that they have been withdrawn.

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours faithfully,

Graeme Gibson.

Deputy Chairman.

Hunter Bulga Gas Action Group Inc.







