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11 August  2010

Mr Greg Sullivan

Deputy Director General – Environment Protection

     and Regulation

Environment Climate Change & Water

59-61 Goulburn Street

SYDNEY  NSW  2000

Dear Mr Sullivan






URGENT
Re: 
Pollution Incident

AGL Energy – Wrongful depositing of contaminated coal seam

Water onto pasture land

An allegation has been made to this Alliance that a significant amount of contaminated coal seam water, perhaps between 300,000 and 500,000 litres, was deliberately deposited by AGL Energy onto open pasture on the property known as Windermere at 1946 Putty Road, Bulga owned by AGL Energy, rather than being trucked away to a licensed water treatment facility.  

This pasture is located approximately 200 metres from the Wollombi Brook which is the lifeblood of agriculture in the Broke and Bulga areas, and which feeds into the Hunter River.

This allegation has been made by a member of the public who claims to have been an eye witness to this deposition of waste, highly saline water. The account of the eye witness is supported by photographic evidence, copies of which are attached for your assistance.

A sample of the subject water alleged to have been deposited on the pasture was obtained and this Alliance arranged for the sample to be analyzed by Hunter Water Laboratories and Delta Water Pty Ltd.

The results of those tests have been received by this Alliance today.

Delta Water has advised us that:

 
“1.    Electrical Conductivity of 9600 uS/cm – Classified as Class 6 Extremely High Salinity – not suitable for irrigation.
 2.    Sodium tested at 1800 mg/l or ppm – extremely High.”
Delta Water further advised:

“Sodium is the most troublesome of the major constituents of irrigation water.
The degree of this affect can be related to the ratio of sodium, to calcium and magnesium in the water, this is expressed as Sodium Absorption Ratio (SAR).
SAR is an indication of the sodium hazard of the water.
In irrigated soils, high levels of sodium can influence soil structural properties. Sodium can change the soil from a well-structured, permeable and well-aerated material to a tight, blocky mass that becomes sticky and impermeable when wet and which crusts and/or cracks extensively when dry.
Sodium can be absorbed through roots of leaves; sodium toxicity appears as burning or drying on the outer edges of older leaves, progressing to the center.
Tree crops and woody perennials are most affected; annual crops with the exception of beans are not sensitive.”
 
The analysis received from Hunter Water Laboratories is also attached.

Having now received these analyses we have immediately brought the incident to your attention.

The release of the contaminated water on the property could result in permanent or temporary sterilization of the area upon which the water was released.  It could have resulted in some of that water escaping into the Wollombi Brook and as consequence into the Hunter River.  It needs to be investigated.

We are concerned that, should AGL Energy continue with this method of disposing of its waste coal seam water, this is an environmental disaster waiting to happen.

This action by AGL Energy appears to be a breach of its Petroleum Exploration Licence conditions, and also appears to be a breach of S. 142A and/or S. 143 and/or S. 144 and/or S. 144AA of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 1997.

We request that the activities of AGL Energy in the Broke and Bulga areas related to its Coal Seam Methane Gas exploration be immediately suspended pending investigation.

We ask that you take such action is available to you to protect the environment; to take such action is available to you to punish AGL Energy, and/or its Directors, for this alleged breach of the law; and further that you take such action as is necessary to ensure that AGL Energy does nothing further to endanger the environment.

AGL Energy recently advised the community and the Community Consultative Committee, in writing, that “all water generated during the CSG drilling programs on the respective sites has been removed [or is in the process of being removed] from site by tanker. Water is being transported to licensed wastewater facilities in Western Sydney.”

If the eye witness’s allegation is correct, AGL Energy has not only breached its Licence conditions and breached the law, it has purposely mislead not only the community, but the Community Consultative Committee, a Committee set up by the Minister for Mineral Resources (S. 144AA breach).

We enclose water test results for 30 July & 2 August 2010, together with a covering email from Mr Alex Panov of Deltawater that is self-explanatory, plus eight (8) photographs showing areas that have been affected by water contamination.

We look forward to your URGENT response and action lest further breaches occur.

Yours faithfully
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Stewart Ewen OAM
Chairman

Hunter Valley Protection Alliance

Enc
cc:
The Hon Frank Sartor MP
Minister for the Environment and Climate Change
Governor Macquarie Tower
Level 35
1 Farrer Place
SYDNEY  NSW  2000

Cr Sue Moore

Mayor

Singleton Council

Civic Centre

12-14 Queen Street

SINGLETON  NSW  2330

Cr Alison Howlett

Councillor

Singleton Council

Civic Centre

12-14 Queen Street

SINGLETON  NSW  2330
Committee:

Eden Anthony, David Clarke AM, Commodore Chris Elsmore, Stewart Ewen OAM, Graeme Gibson Dip Law JP, Roger Goldfinch, Tom Jackson JP, Elizabeth Johnstone, Robert Kennedy, Graeme O’Brien BA, M Ed Stud JP, Richard Owens OAM, Alan Stevns, George Tlaskal, Hugh Upward
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